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Farnham Castle Weeks 


For the last eight years many members, men, women 
and some families, have enjoyed a week or fortnight 
of good holidays in August at Farnham Castle in Surrey. 
Much credit is due to Ben and Catherine Miles and to 
Reg and Joan Smith for playing host for two and six 
holiday months respectively and to Padres John Durham 
and Jim Green, ‘Fergie’ and many others. Now, owing 
to very extensive repairs to the fabric and doubt as 1o its 
future upkeep, the Castle and its garden can no longer 
be made available to Toc H. 

Enquiries up and down the country have not so far 
produced any place of appropriate character with thirty to 
forty beds (not dormitories) where the customs and 
atmosphere of these ‘Weeks’ could be continued and the 
guests welcomed at reasonable charges. Full particulars 
of any houses suitable and available for exclusive use 
this August will be welcomed by the General Secretary. 
If the right proposal cannot be clinched this month, it 
loaks as though there will be no ‘Farnham Castle Weeks’ 
this year. Next year there may well be, provided the 
place can be found in good time. 


‘Kiss Me, Kate! 


Thanks to the splendid support received, all seats have 
now been sold for the special performance of 'Kiss me, 
Kate!’ to be given by The Stock Exchange Dramatic and 
Operatic Society, at the Scala Theatre, London, on 
February 17, in aid of the Mark II! Appeal Fund. 


Index 


The Index for Volume XXXVI is now available and 
readers wishing to obtain copies are invited to send a 
stamped, addressed envelope (2d.) to the Editorial Office. 
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Ourselves 


The Toc H Journal is published monthly, eleven times 
a year. The April issue is a double number and there 
is no August number. A subscription can commence 
with any issue and costs only 9s. for a complete year. 
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N.B.—A price concession to 7s. 6d. per dozen, post free, 
is made to all Branches ordering a minimum of one 
dozen copies. 
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COVER: The booklet Keynotes for Keymen, 1959-60 
which outlines the Plan of the Keynotes operation and 
gives details of the twelve Projects. 


Copies of Keynotes for Keymen, 1959-60 can be 
obtained from Area Secretaries, or direct from Toc H 
Headquarters, ninepence each, or four shillings for 
six, postage free. 
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MU A CONCERN HAS ALWAYS EXISTED IN TOC H 

pr People , towards men and boys ‘in trouble’ and we 

in trouble’ were very interested when publication of The 
Results of Probation coincided with the fiftieth anniversary of the 
start of the Probation Service. Accustomed to the warm humanity 
of pioneers in this field like Alec Paterson. Morley Jacobs and, 
overseas, Alan Paton with his system of ‘graduated freedoms’. 
it was a little disappointing to find the volume mainly occupied 
with scholarly statistics. Fortunately Mr. Walter Raeburn came 
to our rescue and in his review on page 42 makes the way plain 
to the layman and from his own wide experience discusses 
factors that do not readily lend themselves to statistical treat- 
ment, including the art of human relationships. 


AT THE END OF JANUARY THE ALL HALLOWS BY- 
All Hallows the-Tower Newsletter was replaced by a quar- 
Review terly Review under the Editorship of Padre 
John Durham. The Review, while giving due space to the life that 
is centred upon All Hallows, looks further afield and concerns 
itself with matters of wider import. Published quarterly at the end 
of January, April. July and October, an annual subscription costs 
3s. 6d., post free. Orders to The Editor, All Hallows by-the-Tower 
Review, 41 Trinity Square, Tower Hill, London, E.C3. 


OF THE MILLIONS OF CONCENTRATION CAMP 
Forgotten victims only 1.100 survive in Germany today. 
Victims Hardly any of them have received compen- 
sation for their sufferings. They remain, the majority in dreary 
barracks and camps, to eke out what is left of their lives, 
unwanted and forgotten. Miss Sue Ryder together with Group 
Captain Cheshire, having done their utmost to obtain justice for 
them through official channels. have now formed the Ryder 
Cheshire Foundation for the Relief of Suffering and are asking 
for eight million signatures as a protest in the name of humanity 
at the failure of the German Federal Government to honour its 
Treaty obligation. Copies of the signature forms can be obtained 
by sending a stamped. addressed envelope direct to: Protest Sec- 
retary. 7 Market Mews, London. W.1. 
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Decline THE BISHOP OF LLANDAFF, DR. GLYN SIMON, 

appealed in Cardiff last month for a plan to 
i of Goal meet the social and human problems develop- 
ing through the decline of the coal industry. Ín a broad sense, 
he said, "coal has had its day". While it was still a vital industry 
it would steadily diminish ; "the inevitability of change is abso- 
lutely settled . . . but against all that, it is fundamental to our 
faith that man is master of his environment. However inevitable 
are the forces in which he is involved he remains in control. pro- 
vided he is willing to control. What is important is that we should 
take control of the great run down of the industry before it gets 
a momentum of its own. There is need for planning that would 
take into account the human factor, and not to talk too easily 
of profit as something absolute in its own right or to use such 
terms as 'the necessary mobility of labour' and things of that kind. 
The plan must remember that men, women, and children are 
involved in the decline, with al! the strong but delicate webs they 
have woven around themselves—the webs of home and happi- 
ness, customs, societies, environment, and religion". 


TT WHEN WRITING ABOUT TOC H AND TOC H 
adies Women's Association in the same sentence we 

and Gents are sometimes hard put to find some abbrevia- 
tion that will be easily understood. ‘W.A.’ could be taken to mean 
West Africa. or Western Australia for that matter. From a jour- 
nalist writing in a Southern Counties newspaper comes the follow- 
ing solution which, however, may not be readily acceptable. "Both 
sections of Toc H (the ladies and gentlemen's departments of this 
tip-top organisation) are again responsible for...” 


N AN ALL-TIME RECORD WAS SET UP BY THE 
, NeW lISÉS — number of Christmas cards handled by the 

Tor ‘discards G.P.O. last Christmas. Readers who have not 
yet settled on a way for disposing of their share, might like to 
know that used Christmas cards in any quantity would be tremen- 
dously appreciated and imaginatively used by a struggling primary 
school for African children in an African township. The address 
to send them direct, please, is: The Headmaster, Mutenda School, 
P.O. Box 3022, Sakubva Umtali, Southern Rhodesia. 

For many shavers the disposal of their used razor blades pro- 
vides a permanent problem. One member has found a regular 
market for used blades and is selling them to help the Family 
Purse; the only stipulation being that they must be the slotted 
type (e.g. Gillette or 7 O'clock). The address to send them is: 
Peter L. Cubitt, 35 Dale Road. Darlington, Co. Durham. 

N.B. When sending either cards or blades do, please, send them 
direct to the addresses given above and xot to Headquarters. 
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Wheolenéess 


DOUGLAS BARTON 


aw weeks before his sudden death last Octobe 
er ike aati age of fifty seyen, ‘Doc’ Barton had Tad 
the Othona Community in a memorable week of stud 
and discussion on “The Wholeness of Man". We are alan 
to here reproduce the substance of his talks. 


"ry*uyv FAITH hath made thee whole." When Jesus 

| said these words. he was clearly using “Whole” 

in the sense of healed or well. a curious usage at first sight. 

since 10 question "How are you? one does not normally 

reply "Quite whole". Yet it is true to say that wholeness is 
health. ! 

A man who lost an arm or a leg is obviously less than whole 
in body. less than complete and in this sense less than healthy, 
To a greater or less extent he is handicapped by his loss. and 
a man who has lost an eye may feel his loss even more; if he 
has lost his sight he is seriously handicapped, whether or not the 
physical organs. the eyes, are still present. Similarly, loss of 
hearing is more serious than loss of ears. the external ears being 
in fact of little importance in the function of hearing. Deafness 
is a defect in health or wholeness. 


Wholeness is hcalth 


A child born deaf is also dumb unless taught to Speak by 
special methods. There is nothing wrong with his organs of speech 
or speech centre in the brain. but unless this is stimulated from 
the centres of hearing it remains inert, and the function of 
speech is never brought into action. Thus one function of the 
body is dependent on another. and this is true of every part, 
Most of all is it true of the brain. whose primary function is 
to regulate and control the functions of all other parts so that 
they work together for the ccmmon good of health. Defect of 
mind is the grcatest handicap or loss, since mind unifies the 
whole; a mental defective is neither whole nor sound. 

The whole is greater than the sum of the parts. This is mani- 
festly true of the bedy, the co-ordination and integration cf 
whose various parts is the essence of health or wholeness. and 
is equally true of the whole personality, mind. body and spirit 
Health can be defined as harmony. the harmonious interaction 
between the component parts of àn organism and between the 
organism itself and its environment. 
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Since man is a social animal. living in community. the most 
important part of his environment, once his physical needs have 
been satisfied. is his human environment. that is, the people 
around him. his neighbours. But in the modern world of rapid 
communication and cominunities of ever-increasing size and 
complexity, where every man is my neighbour, the right human 
relationships are at once more difficult and more important. 

The health 4nd happiness of any community depends on the 
harmonious interaction. between its component members and 
between the community itself and its environment. Thus the 
conditions making for health in a single individual and in a 
community are the same. But whereas an individual human 
bcdy. which can be regarded as a community of cells. has 
been integrated and unified so that the person feels and acts 
as one. huinan communities are diverse and rarely act together. 
And whereas the health of the individual man is today on the 
average. in the Western world at least. higher than ever before. 
the health of collective man is. to say at least, precarious. 
Humanity is not whole. but divided against itself, several parts 
threatening mutua]. destruction. 


Moral conflict and social contract 


The source of man's disunity can be found in his nature. Man 
is a creature of conflict, a social animal with individualist 
instincts. A baby, however lovable. is an egoist. concerned 
solely with the satisfaction of his own instinctive desires. The 
basic instincts are self-preservation and race preservation. which 
require no teaching. No healthy child need be taught to feed 
itself or to avoid pain, or later to take an interest in the opposite 
sex. These things come naturally. but social behaviour must 
be learnt, acquired. The social insects. bees and ants, apparently 
behave socially by instinct. but not so man, whose instincts 
are ill-adapted to his way of living. Man's conflict can be des- 
cribed biologically as between heredity and environment: 
sccially between self and society: and in theological terms 
between Old Adam and the New. 

By whatever name. this sense of conflict is the central fact of 
our experience from the moment of waking and the effort of 
rising; all through the day. and sometimes even in dreams, 
we face the choice between what we ought to do and what we 
want to do, between right and wrong ; the core of consciousness 
is conscience, the universal attribute of man. But his moral code 
is by no means universal. it varies in time and place. from 
one human society to another. lts most constant feature, how- 
ever. is a sense of social obligation, expressed in such words as 
"Do unto others as you would they should do unto you”, or 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself". If conscience is 
also the voice of God. as most religions teach. and God is a 
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as Jesus taughi, our duty is still towards out 
t is surely the will of God inat we shoui love 


loving Father, as 
neighbour, since ! 
and serve him. f the Social Contract. as described by J. I. 


In the Qucm eighteenth century. individual man makes a 
M bargain with the community by the terms of Which 
contract Ji forgo part of his personal liberty and accept social 
he agrees zu return for companionship. greater Security ang 
obligations tages of community life. This is an over-simplifica. 
other advan Tat man does not enter this world at the age of 
tion, since Rui: of understanding and consciously undertaking 
reason. ir the contract but uninvited. and without his consent. 
the pity himself bound by a bargain he has never knowingly 
ana pa adjustment to social life is therefore largely uncon. 
accepte id the conflict within him is suppressed. so that it Creates 
ud at ressure or driving force comparable with the Pressure 
ET Io ed within a chamber. This force cag either 
o ode the chamber, escape through some outlet, or be used 
FA o an engine. Similarly. the energy of human motivation 
ee result in violence and destruction, may escape to Waste 
in frivolity or fantasy, or be disciplined to constructive Purpose 
in art and industry, in science and discovery, in Social and 


j M ‘ice. 

Mee Contact once understood and accepted, reduces 
to reason all human relationships and obligations, In its economic 
aspeci it suggests that money. being a token of debt Incurred 
by the community. should always be in some sense carned by 
the individual. In its social aspect. tt shows that each is the 
servant of all, with obligations he cannot escape. Complete 
freedom is an illusion except in surrender of the will to God 
whose nature is love and whose service is perfect freedom. 


‘We’ and "They? 


The conflict is the nature of man which, in its external aspect 
is seen to be a conflict between the individual and the com. 
munity, is complicated by the fact that each side to some extent 
identifies itself with the other. A human community cannot 
literally speak for itself unless all its members shout together 
in unison. It can only speak through selected individuals, which 
may be symbolic leaders such as the monarch in England, 
agents such as ministers of Bovernment, officers or secretaries, 
or through chosen representatives such as Members of Parlia- 
ment. Thus the community identifies itself with individuals, 

Even more significantly, individuals identify themselves with 
the communities to which they belong. This appears to be a 
universal human tendency, whether it is a true herd instinct 
or a habit acquired in the process of adaptation to gregarious 
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life. It is clearly seen at school, where children take sides, form 
groups, gangs and cliques, and develop party loyalties, but it 
-is not the product of any particular form of education. It 
began very early in human society, where inter-group competi- 
tion may have been a more important factor in human evolution 
than individual competition. It also makes for a dual standard 
of morality. 

If a savage kills a member of his own tribe, he is guilty of 
murder and his own life may be forfeit. Such primitive justice 
is clearly designed as a deterrent against acts of violence upon 
members of the community. But if a member of another tribe 
is killed the act may be approved, especially if his tribe js 
hostile to the first. Thus there are two sets of laws. one for ‘us’ 
and another for ‘them’, and this is still true today when in war- 
time acts of violence against the enemy. even those involving 
injury to women and children, are approved. 

The world today is divided into hostile groups of many kinds 
and sizes. It is possible for men to belong to several groups. 
each demanding his loyalty at different times and occasions, 
since the only consistent feature of any ‘we’ group is that ‘I’ 
belong to it. In every case the strongest factor binding any 
‘we’ group together is the threat of danger, real or imagined. 
from a 'they' outside group. 

Beside these ‘vertical’ divisions between similar groups, such 
as nations, there are also the 'horizontal' divisions between 
groups at different levels of power or privilege. Such divisions 
will include class, caste and colour, and here a sense of injustice 
adds resentment to hatred and fear. 

Within any given community tradition, custom, public opinion. 
a sense of citizenship and respect for law have largely modi- 
fied the aggressiveness of individuals, but where this is pro- 
jected on to groups it is intensified and magnified, and now 
constitutes the greatest danger to the world. 

Mankind, already physically unified by science. must be 
socially unified or destroy itself. This is difficult but not impos- 
sible. It could be done almost over-night by an invasion from 
another planet. when all humans would be 'we' against a new 
and terrible ‘they’. But when the danger was dispersed, the 
unity would vanish with it. 

Humanity could be united under the dictatorship of one 
authoritarian régime, armed with modern powers of propaganda 
and compulsion, as in George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-four. 

The third possibility is that mankind should realize its own 
essential unity under the fatherhood of God; should gain. so 
to speak. the God's eye view of the world, in which no group 
has the monopoly of right or truth. and each part needs the 
rest to make it whole. 


(To be concluded] 
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PRIZE WINNING PICTURE 


This photograph won a First Award for cameraman R. P. Millipan, of Sport & General 

Press Agency, in the British. Press Pictures of the Year competi n organised by 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. The picture shows Princess Alexandra passing unnoticed 

when she visits the Children's playground at Tower Hill on the occasion of the opening 
of the Toc H Games Ground. 
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$£ TuBBv, as Chaplain of the 
British Petroleum Company, is 
on board an oil-tanker bound 
for the Eastern Mediterranean 
and expects to return home 
during March. 


$$ His PANCAKE Party will be 
held in his absence at Hol- 
born Hall, London, on Shrove 
Tuesday, February 10, at 7 p.m. 
for men only. The former 
London Padre, AUSTEN WIL- 
LIAMS, will deputize for Tubby. 


V Lt.-Col. W. R. (‘Tosher’) 
ELLIOT, M.C., has been appoin- 
ted Hon. 
while KENNETH 
BRUNE continues as Hon. Assis- 
tant Schools Secretary. 


% ALEC CHURCHER has been 
appointed Service and Training 
Secretary and will be respon- 
sible for various aspects of 
youth leadership training and 
service activities. 


yf ‘Kiss ME. Kate’: At the 
Scala Theatre, London, on 
Tuesday, February 17, by the 
Stock Exchange Dramatic and 
Operatic Society, to help build 
the new Mark III. 


* ‘People To People WEEK’ 
will be held this year from 
November 22 to 28. (Keynote 
Project No. 4.) 
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Schools Secretary, 
PRIDEAUX- 


rye 


Ad: 


eww a cote’ 


2 The CENTRAL Counci will 
hold its annual meeting on 
April 18 and 19. 


2 CENTRAL COUNCILLORS are 
asked to notify their nomina- 
tions of candidates for the new 
Central Executive by  Feb- 
ruary 28; also any notices of 
motion for the annual meeting. 


YE GENERAL MEMBERS, who do 
not contribute to the Family 
Purse under deed of covenant 
or by banker's order, are asked 
to accept this reminder of their 
membership subscriptions and 
to act upon it. 


W BRANCH MEMBERS who have 
renewed their membership for 
1959 should now have received 
their current membership cards. 


YF BRANCHES should elect 
their two members to serve on 
the District Team for the new 
year of office by February 28. 


£ ‘KEYNOTES FOR  KEYMEN, 
1959-1960': The stock of this 
booklet, containing the Projects 
for selection, is running low. 
Every Branch should secure six 
copies for 4s. post free. 


* KrvNorE Proyects: The 
first month's work is now done. 


Y£ Keynote Prosects: ‘The 
second month's work begins. 
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Results of Probatio, 


WALTER RAEBURN, Q.C, 


i the Recorder of West Ham, is especialy 
HEC duin in the day-to-day workings of the Probation 
Nerio and is a Manager of an Approved School, 
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T IS NOW OVER FIFTY YEARS since the Probation 
j| Eee became a statutory part of the English penal 
system. The courts have made increasing use of it ever since. 
But it is the last decade which has seen not only a starilin 
erowth in its popularity as a means of dealing with offenders. 
but an important reassessment of its value. It began ag d 
means of avoiding the stigma of imprisonment on mino, 
and first offenders. Whereas today this negative advantape 
is assuming only secondary importance, and is giving way to 
the view that a probation order, appropriately made, has 
positive therapeutic merit of its own. 


Facts and Figures 
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The view needs justifying, and it was primarily to test it 
out that the Department of Criminal Science, Faculty of 
Law. of the University of Cambridge, embarked. with the help 
of the Home Office. on the laborious task of collecting facts 
and figures which would reliably demonstrate how probation 
really works in practice. * . A 
They began by breaking down into categories the subjects of 
probation, separating the so-called adults from the juveniles, 
the males from the females, the first offenders from the reci- 
divists, those with one previous conviction from those with 
more. For some purposes they made further subdivisions, and c 
where there had been previous convictions, they analysed the 
way in which the case had been handled before; whether by 
discharge. probation. fine, a penal institution or otherwise. p 
Having thus laid the foundations they then proceeded to 
examine the results. They looked at the three different statu- 
tory periods for which a probation order can be made: one, 
two and three years respectively; and in each case they con- 
sidered the degree of success, measured first in terms of 
whether or not the probationary term (unhappily miscalled 
* The Results of Probation. 1958. Edited by L. Radzinovicz, LL.D. for 


the Cambridge Department of Criminal Science. (Macmillan 21s. Od.) 
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“ihe period of supervision") was satisfactorily completed, and 
then. whether and how far a successful completion of that 
term was satisfactorily maintained during the following three 
years. Where it was not, they made a further analysis, with 
the object of discovering at what points in or after the pro- 
bationary term, and with what categories of probationer, the 
breakdown was apí to occur. They also looked at this in 
relation to the question whether the original offence, and 
indeed any subsequent offence. was one against the person 
or against property, and if the latter. whether with or with- 
out violence. or whether it was an offence of some other kind. 
In each such case, they further took into consideration 
what new treatment a breakdown was apt to attract. 


Rate of Success 


The purpose of this elaborate investigation was to arrive 
at a reliable guide to the extent to which and the circum- 
Stances in which a probation order should be regarded as an 
appropriate measure for dealing with any given offender. 
What emerged in very broad outline was that for first 
offenders the rate of success varied between about 70 per 
cent and 80 per cent for males and 80 per cent and 90 per 
cent for females. the slightly higher rates being almost con- 
sistently in the older age groups; for offenders with one 
previous conviction, the general result was similar, but about 
10 per cent lower: and for offenders with more than one 
previous conviction, the tendency was for success to register 
a further drop of approximately 10 per cent, although there 
seem to have been circumstances in which some of this last 
group actually did better than those with only one previous 
conviction. 

All this is very encouraging. and it may well correspond 
with reality. but from the point of view of scientific accuracy 
it needs approaching with considerable caution. The body 
which prepared the material under review is so distinguished, 
and is composed of experts of such acknowledged standing 
that a mere reviewer hesitates to cast doubt on the value 
of their work. The fact nevertheless remains that with all 
its elaboration, the analysis of the subject has left out of 
account such very essential factors as gravely to impair its 
reliability. 

To begin with, all the calculations have been made with 
reference to the probation orders which were made in the 
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courts of London and Middlesex onl i 

y, during th 
1949 and 1950. There were in all 4,316 adult and’ 5020 
Juvenile cases. Assuming (and it is 1 


t à questionable assump- 
tion) that those courts represented a fair cross-section of the 


criminal courts throughout the country, it can 

disputed that in the years which have followed qid 
there has been so great a development in the evolution of the 
probation system as to make what took place during the three 
years quite unrepresentative of the present position. 


Some Essential Factors | 


But that is not all. There are further variables of which 
account has to be taken. Whether or not they are capable | 
of being reflected statistically is another matter. But no statis- r 
tics which cannot take account of them will be of much 
practical value. The first is the degree to which probation 
is used. If its use is cautious. a higher percentage of success 
is to be expected than if it is bold. Unless, therefore, the 
caution or otherwise of the relative policy is known, the 
registered success rate is rather meaningless. But then the 
policy itself varies from court to court, and indeed from 
judge to judge within the same court. 


Much, too, depends on how the probation order is made. 
A court which is perfunctory in making it or appears to be 
letting off the offender with a caution, may expect failure 
sooner and more surely than one which uses the opportunity 
to impress on the probationer the responsibility which he 
is undertaking in consenting to stand on his own feet instead 
of being locked up. 


Again, failure measured in terms of reconviction can be 
grossly misleading. It is true that the statisticians have limited 
reconviction (and previous offences) to indictable offences 
only. But even so, many a "reconvicted" probationer turns 
out to have slipped into quite minor trouble, whereas “suc- 
cesses" are often enough due to acquittals of what are in 
fact guilty recidivists. Such indeed is the wide range both of 
offences and of their veniality in particular circumstances. 
that to group together for statistical purposes persons with 
“one previous conviction" or "more than one previous con- 
viction" is to adopt no more than a conventional category. 
divorced from all reality. 


Lastly (but only so because want of space forbids a longer 
catalogue of these almost innumerable real but intangible 
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factors), there is the efficiency of the particular probation 
officer, and his capacity to influence the particular proba- 
tioner. The best probation officers can make successes of a 
wider range of clients than those who are less good; and the 
quality of the Probation Service has greatly improved since 
1950. On the other hand, excessive case-loads, which are 
tending to weigh down more and more upon all probation 
officers, are working in the opposite direction. Whatever may 
be the net result, here is a factor which is quite distinct 
from whether probation as such is going to be appropriate for 
a particular offender, according to his sex, age, previous 
record and so forth. 


Perhaps the trouble is that probation, like everything else 
which involves human relationships. is an art rather than a 
Science. It is something that has to be learnt by experience 
and the touch acquired from experience, and of which only 
the technique can be assisted by the marshalling of facts and 
figures. Yet for all that, it is probably quite right that in the 
end. success can still be expected in the case of about 8 out 
of 10 males and 9 out of 10 females. 


Let the picture tell the story 


Aldis 


VISUAL AID 
PROJECTORS 


The Aldis 300 shows film strips and 
2" x 2" colour slides, giving a brilliantly 
illuminated picture 5 feet wide at a 
distance of only 12 feet. It is very simple 
lo use. 

Aldis 300 with 8-5 cm. f/2- 5 anastigmat 
lens and slide carrier £|7. 19. 6. 


Lamp £l, 14. 3. Filmscrip carrier £3. 10. 0. 


Send for leaflet and name 
of nearest Stockist from 
Sole Wholesale Distributors Other models from £9. 18. 6. 


NEVILLE BROWN & CO. LTD., 77, NEWMAN ST., LONDON, W.1 
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overseas notes 
GEOFF MARTIN 


THREE LETTERS — AND A POSTSCRIPT 


PENHE FIRST ONE dated December 14. 1958, is from 

Dr. Rosert Stones of Uganda and written to 

Tubby. He describes how the World Chain of Light was 

observed in Kampala by Toc H members and friends of vary- 
ing races. ; 

"After our inspiring World Chain of Light service held last 
Friday evening | feel 1 must add a postscript to my Christ- 
mas letter to you. 

“As the service was being conducted | realized as never 
before what a wonderful movement Toc H is; though move- 
ment is too poor a designation, rather is it an active dynamo. 
In what other event, unless it were the funeral of some great 
personage or an international occasion, could there be such 


.an assemblage of races and religions gathered together for 


one purpose ? The gathering, though not perhaps impressive 
in numbers, was remarkable in the individuals it drew 
together; Africans of many tribes, Indians, Pakistanis, 
including Sikhs, and British from different countries though 
it is difficult to recognize always the country from which 
they came. 

“Naturally the present generation were to the fore, though 
some of them were not so young themselves. The old stagers 
were rather back numbers but this is as it should be and 
the younger people, men and women, now taking charge, 
show promise of realising the ideals which your God-given 
inspiration has begun and continues still, as it will as it is 
built on a living Person. 

“Think of Protestants, Roman Catholics, Hindoos, Moham- 
medans and, maybe. those of other beliefs. coming together 
to hear from the Branch padre these words : 

"Hear the words of our Lord ; 'Keep them in Thy name which 
Thou hast given me, that they may be one as we are one... 
that they all may be onc’. God's purpose is to unite mankind. 
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He has shown us ibai in Christ's scheme of unity that trans- 
cends all our liitic schemes of unification. Christ bridges the 
gulf that separates God and man and transcends the barriers 
{nat separate. men from one another. In Him men are united 
with one another in a fellowship which embraces all mankind 
in its horizon. It sces other men not as European or non- 
European, not as English or African, as Indian or Chinese, but 
in their relationship to Ged. Across all the frontiers of language, 
race and upbringing they are one in Him. Let us pray for a 
deeper realization of our oneness with al] men in Christ — that 
we may sec Him in them and they in Him. 

* And then through one of their fellow members declaring— 
‘May the mind of Christ be in us to set us free from the 
fears and prejudices which create barriers between ourselves 
and others.’ 

“And this — Padre: ‘Let us pray for this beloved conti- 
nent of Africa — this continent where men of different races 
and colours— African and European, Asiatic and Coloured— 
are called to live and work side by side.’ 

“Member: ‘That our union may be born not of fear which 
prompts men to band together for mutual protection, but of 
a spirit which recognizes that even in our differences we 
belong together.’ 

“It is not difficult to imagine the salutary effect these 
prayers would have on any who were harbouring adverse 
political opinions in their minds. 

“In what other collection of men and women gathered 
together for a common purpose could such a prayer for union 
be made? [I ask again.” 

Your Old Friend. 


RoBERT STONES. 


The second, dated 12 December, is from OSSIE JOSEPH, the 
Area Secretary of the Western Province. South Africa. 


| kept vigil with Jack and Cecil from 5 to 6 a.m. this morning 
over the way in Metropolitan Methodist Church in the heart 
of Cape Town, and it was a rich experience. There was an atten- 
dance of some 150 in the same church last night for the Service 
of Rededication — a moving service with God's plan of Recon- 
ciliation running like a thread through the Scriptural readings, 
the prayers and the address. For the first time, here at the Cape, 
within Toc FI itself there were white and coloured men in the 
family. There, proudly holding a rushlight alongside white- 
skinned members was a man of different pigmentation — the 
representative of Unity group comprising non-Europeans, formed 
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but a few weeks ago. When at 6 a.m. the new watch relieved us, 
six Unity probationers were there with two members of the 
Extension Team (Europeans). 

Unity have already carried out one or two jobs and next 
Thursday they are entertaining the children of a coloured 
orphanage to a Christmas Party. Their enthusiasm is most 
heartening. 


The third comes from Dn. N. S. TURNBULL, in the Leprosy 
Service at Elmina, Ghana. 


Last Sunday we had a Harvest Thanksgiving in our little 
church in the Settlement of Ankaful. The patients had redeco- 
rated the church with plaited palm fronds and even whole 
bananas. We now have a tape recorder for the music and every- 
one sang lustily and enjoyed themselves .At the end of the service 
] made a simple announcement that for a very special reason 
| wished to say my prayers in the church at 9 p.m. on Thursday 
evening. l had explained to my European friends here and hoped 
they might support me. 1 hardly dared to expect any response 
from the Africans. 

I set off, with some trepidation, on Thursday evening and was 
amazed when I reached the church to find over a hundred of 
the patients awaiting me! The Lay Catechist, Mr. Williams 
who is an African, and I were the only two ‘heal thy people’ 
there ! J hurriedly tried to explain something of the meaning of 
Toc H and led up to the ‘Light’ which I took with the candle. 
I then told them the story of the Lamp which was given up by 
Westfort but was at that time beginning the Chain on behalf 
of the patients at Botha's Hill. The Lay Catechist did the 
interpretation for me and ! selected some prayers from the 
Treasury of Prayers and Praises. I think this is the first time Toc H 
prayer has been heard in Fanti ! 

I wondered what the effect would be on the patients but T 
was not kept long in doubt. Some have been round to my 
oflice today demanding books to read about this wonderful 
Society ! ! 


The postscript is by P. C. G. ADAMS, originally of Notting- 
ham, more recently of Northern Rhodesia. 


Did you see His outstretched Hands 
Nailed on Golgotha's Hill. 

To signify He loved all lands — 
Even the Infidel. 


Yet, in Natal, at Botha's Hill, 

His Joy and Peace prevails, 

For Healing Hands attend the ill. 
And Love replaces Nails. 
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'The Seventh in the Series to occupy Seven Minutes of 
the Branch’s time at one of this month's meetings. 


Raising the Sights 


said: “Of science I know nothing; I have not even 
taught it"? With him I can say that of musketry I never knew 
much: l had to teach it. That was years ago and as a result I 
suppose | did learn a little. 

If I remember rightly, by pressing a knob and sliding the 
back-sight forward (or was it backward?), your rifle was likely 
to send a shot nearer the target at 500 yards and 1.000 and 
more. If you did not aim high, your shot was likely to go to 
earth in no time. It was rather fun to raise the sights. 

Follow up this metaphor and you may find that, like most, 
this one is a bit phoney. We can now have some cracks about 
that.... 


D YOU REMEMBER the modest schoolmaster who 


Within Range 


However, let's think of what the Branch is looking at when 
it takes aim. True, there is that list of old folk we gave logs 
and groceries to at Christmas. The same list might do for the 
outing next June. Then there are the many unnamed hospita! 
patients who welcome the football commentary or the book or 
telephone trolley. And the members who ought to become 
blood donors and to have something besides their consciences 
pricked. And the one who forgot to bring the milk last week. 
Lowering the sights now! And our Secretary—he booked two 
speakers for the same date, which was the wrong one anyway. 
Who else? The range is getting too short! 

Do you remember reading something somewhere about 
Teddy boys and chess players, local voters and foreign workers, 
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mothers at work, brothers at a loose end. creative leisure. litter, 


literacy, shop stewards. shop lifting. . . .? 


Of course, these are all matters mentioned somewhere among 
the Keynote Projects for this year and next. They do give a 
clue to the wide variety of concerns for a Branch to look at 
when they select and tackle their Projects. Some seem little: 
most could be large. They may be beyond the Branch’s normal 
range of vision. 

Tackling a Keynote Project means giving a new look at the 
neighbourhood, gaining an entirely fresh outlook upon the 
community. It will mean ranging much farther and wider. It 
will mean the Branch raising its sights. Will it? How? d 

My dictionary says that, figuratively speaking, a keynote is 
the chief motive of an action. This means some inner force 
which incites the will to act. 


Are you interested 
in helping people? 


There are two individual General Nurse Training Schools in Croydon 
MAYDAY HOSPITAL (595 beds) Study Day System. 
Commencing April, July, October, 1959 and January 1960. 
(Also Part 1 Midwifery as Post-Graduate Course). 


and 
GENERAL HOSPITAL (200 beds). Block System. 
Schools commence April, September, 1959 and January 
1960. 
The first twelve weeks arc spent in the Preliminary Training 
School of Hospital selected 
Training Allowance — Ist Year £273 
2nd Year £284 
3rd Year £299 
less £123 per annum if resident 
Grant on passing Preliminary Examination of General Nursing Council 
Four weeks’ leave yearly. Uniform provided from commencement. 
Modern Nurses’ Home, amenities: Nurses form own Committees for 
recreational activities. 
Croydon is on a direct bus route [rom Central London, and is less 
than one hour from the South Coast 


NURSING AUXILIARIES form part of the Ward Team, 
and thc dutics offer an excellent oppartunity for those 
who wish to help people but are reluctant to undertake 
the Study involved for Examinations and Registration. 
Salary commences, at 18 years, £273 per annum. 
A TRAINED NURSE HAS EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRAVEL AS 
WELL AS A PROGRESSIVE CAREEER 
WORKING WEEK OF 44-HOURS IN FORCE FOR ALL HOSPITALS 
IN GROUP. 
FURTHER ENQUIRIES welcomed by 
MATRON, GENERAL HOSPITAL, CROYDON. 
MATRON, MAYDAY HOSPITAL, CROYDON. 
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The Eider Brethren 
‘With proud thanksgiving . . .' 


ARCABOLD.- - Oa December 9, JOSEPH CHARLES ARCHBOLD, a member 
of the Central General Members Branch. Elected 1.2.24. 

AXE.—-On November 24. CHARLES WILLIAM GEORGE Axe, aged 48, a 
member of Basingstoke Branch. Elected 12.6.36. 

BrADzs.—On November 28. Vicior BLADES, aged 48, a member of 
Newark Branch. Elected 6.5.57. 

Fores.—On November 24, the Rev. Harotp GEORGE FORES, aged 
37, a member of Welwyn Garden City Branch. Elected 1.7.22. 

HowamiH.—On November 25, Joseph HOWARTH, aged 57, a member 
of Oldham Branch. Elected 28.4.34. 

HENpRIE.—In December, the Rev. Jonn G. W. HENDRIE, aged 70. 
Elected Colombo Branch 23.3.34. 

Kenny.—On December 6, HaroLD J. Kenny, aged 45, a member of 
Wellington (Som.) Branch. Elected 10.6.42. 

Law.—In November, Srewarr Law, aged 63, a member of Cumber- 
nauld Branch. Elected 2.11.34. 

PICKERING, —-On November 29, HERBERT PICKERING, aged 77, a 
founder member of Quadring Branch. Elected 10.4.48. 

Tore.—On November 27, Ernest Jonn Tore, aged 77, a member of 
Sanderstead Branch. Elected 5.3.26, 


ln Memoriam 
MALCOLM S. SPEIR 


An abridged account of an address given by the Very 

Rev. Dr. George MacLeod at the memorial service 

held for Major Malcolm Speir in St. George’s Tron 
Church. Glasgow. on Friday, October 24, 1958. 

Scoiland can still produce efficient men, who might be called 
the oil of progress, albeit they are sometimes a trifle dull. Scot- 
land here and there still produces a character who might be 
called “the wine of the earth’. who can sometimes be a trifle 
responsible. Rarely, but on occasions Scotland still produces 
a man who is an efficient character . . . ft is because when 
you do get a man who is both efficient and a character, you 
get the salt of the earth, and such was Malcolm Speir. 

You could in the first place take him well as a model of 
ciliciency. He went to the top in the two main interests of his lite— 
the Line and the Laddie. The Linc — more than fifly years 
ago he was a railwayman and he went right up the line to the 
terminus. I reckon it would be he, who. in those early days 
way back in 1910, so badgered his bosses that it was he who was 
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sent to America restless for new ways and, when thv war came, 
it would be he who found some ingenious way out of home 
service where he could so easily have sheltered throughout the 
war, entered the Royal Engineers and into foreign service with 
its Mentions in Despatches, its Military Cross and its very young 
majority. 3 A 
Home again. he was always heading departments, firstly in 
Scotland and then jn Ireland, till he headed the lot as Chief 
Executive Officer for Scotland itself. He had reached the termi- 
nus of the line. But for him the daily stint was not just composed 
of a day, it was almost always composed of a day and a night, 
and, however efficient he was by day, his spirit, always restless 
for some action. only burned the brighter by night. The welfare 
of the lads became his zest at the hour when most busy men are 
hoping to catch the 5.15, as honourable limit to their day . . , 
No wonder the Scouts gave him the Silver Wolf, at a very early 
age for so high a reward, and as Joint Founder of the Rovers 
no wonder he came to chair the whole movement in Glasgow 
till the time of his public retiral. Nor was that. for him, terminus 
enough. He needs must set going a league of service to corral 
again grown men to father and foster yet new troops and groups. 


When he retired — allegedly retired — he made forays back 
into Ireland and trips across to Canada. He tried to convince 
himself that his purpose was to visit the Rockies when he knew 
in his heart his real intent was to visit in their now happy and 
stabilized homes, some of the rockiest characters Glasgow has 
ever produced. Each of them in his turbulent youth had been 
put back on the line by the sharing, and be it said sometimes 
by the shouting, of the Major. 

Last night as some of us were watching on TV, shall we say 
on his behalf, the Amateur Boxing in St. Andrew's Halls, my 
mind went back to another flash nearly forty years ago, the 
memory of the Major himself carrying out the pews from a redun- 
dant church to make way for a gym and a boxing ring for his rail- 
way laddies. It was the first desecration indubitably to the Glory 
of God that ] had ever witnessed in those days of the absence of 
gyms for miles in such a district. And last night my mind 
wondered how many hundred lives had found healthier minds 
through healthier bodies by that inauguration alone of Malcolm 
Speir. He turned the church into a gym and thereby a multi- 
tude of gymnasts into churchmen. Indeed, I wonder if that might 
not be his epitaph. as it was certainly his genius. 

I have traced his life as if it were divided between his day- 
time and his evenings, but that is to miss his essential genius. 
His gift was that he was personal in his business hours and 
efficient in his pastimes. 

Let there be a breakdown on the line and it was not his 
nature to sit at the end of a telephone instituting a formal 
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enquiry. He hirnself was out with the breakdown crew be it 
noon or midnight, passing the time in the train till the arrival 
at the scene as like as not learning the names of the children 
of his humbler fellow workers or advising, it might be, the 
foreman what best to do with some erring son. This genius for 
blending could be extended, his interests were not confined to 
the East End. his citizenship was total. Hc was also Chairman 
of a West End political club. 

Again in his latter day he was as admirable a Sheriff as he was 
conscientious as a Churchman. The Law and the Gospel. through 
all his days. were intertwined. The last gift I had from him was 
a new translation of the Gospels. and how many books by the 
way did he send to folks all across world ? He was as broad in 
his interpretation of the law. the symbol of a true lawyer, as 
he was broad in his churchmanship. He regularly occupied pews 
in two different denominations and he reserved his only real anger 
for anyone anywhere who sought to divide the witness of the one 
Living Christ. He was the kind of man. in my view — and I 
say this with deliberation — he was the kind of man that Christ 
meant men to be, determined to wash out the division between 
the spiritual and the secular. 


Hands 


Hands I seemed to see always around me 
Like moonlit leaves, all white, 
Fluttering, swaying, soaring 
Luminous moths in the night ; 
Hands that were snatching, thieving, twisting, 
Aquiver with fear or pain, 
Caressing, torturing, groping, 
Searching forever in vain ; 
Soft fat hands and hands that were calloused, 
Maimed hands, leprous and dead, 
Yet groping, searching. 

... . Oh to those hands 
I will stretch out my hands, I said. 

But the hands I stretched out were empty, 
Empty, of no avail, 
For my hands had not first stretched upwards 
Towards hands bearing prints of a nail. 
A.G.C. 


IN MEMORIAM 53 


"Y 


Spann vs tm 


€— 


The Homeless Canes 


KEN PRIDEAUX-BRUNE 


FF3HERE ARE TODAY Over ten million refugees, in Europe 

and Palestine. Hong Kong and Korea. India and 

Pakistan. Men, women and children have fled from communist 

rule to find freedom, and have found instead the squalor 

of refugee camps. Many of them have been there for years, 

while the hope of making a place for themselves in a new 

community. of gaining a status. has slowly been extinguished. 

For many the future seems to consist only of nothingness, 

and the opportunity of being independent of charity. of being 
able to earn their own living, is little more than a mirage. 


An attempt to meet this human problem is being made 
by the Protestant and Orthodox Churches. working together 
through the World Council of Churches. Money contributed 
by people of many denominations and many races is being 
used 1o alleviate the misery of the refugee camps: to persuade 
governments to increase the quota of refugees they will allow 
to enter their countries: to prepare refugees for a return to 
normal life: and. when work has been found for them. to help 
them settle down successfully in their new environment. 


Branches of Toc H know what a great step forward it is 
to have people of different churchmanship working together 
in a unity of purpose. and many will wish to associate them- 
selves with this work. They have an opportunity to do so 
each year in Christian Aid Week. when the British Council 
of Churches' Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service makes a 
special effort to spread knowledge of the plight of the refu- 
gees, and to raise money for its work for them. 


Branches who feel they would like to give a hand during 
this Week. which this year is from April 27 to May 2, should 
lose no time in consulting the local Council of Churches 
about the help they and their families might be able to give, 
in organizing film shows and photographic displays. and in 
house-to-house collections. If there is no Council of Churches 
locally, members could tackle the clergy of their own respec- 
tive denominations. and offer to stand in with them in any 
plans they might decide to make for the observance of 
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Christian Aid West. lt has happened before now that co- 
operation between ihe Churches on a project such as this 
has led them to set up a local Council of Churches. 

It should be emphasized that the Week is a project 
organized by the Churches. and is not something that Toc H 
can organize on its own. It is. however, something in which 
the help and experience of Toc H will certainly be welcomed. 
and we should. I think. make an effort to find out in what 
way we may be of assistance to those responsible. 


Christian Aid Week is an annual event, and a most impor- 
tant one. Of the £180,000 raised by Inter-Church Aid last 
year over £80,000 was raised during the Week. The Week is 
of particular importance this year. You may have seen in the 
Press that the United Nations has called for the observance 
of a World Refugee Year. starting on June 1. 1959. Christian 
Aid Week this year will therefore be the prelude to intensive 
efforts to deal with the tremendous problem of the refugees. 


I shall be extremely glad to hear accounts from those 
Branches that take part in Christian Aid Week. The pooling 
of experiences may enable Toc H to play an even larger part 
in 1960. 


THE HOMELESS ONES SS 
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The parties so far p 
names of leaders, to whom a 


March 27/30. 


April 24/27. 


May 2/9 


July 9/16 


July 25/ 
August 1. 


August 11/15. 
August 22/29 


August 29/ 


September 5. 


Those who 


Parties for Poperinge 


lanned are given below together with the 
Il enquiries should be addressed. 


Easter week-end party, mixed. 

Miss ELsa PERRIN, Toc H Women's Assoc, 
Crutched Friars House, London, E.C.3. 
Week-end party, mixed, probably with some 
walking into France for the energetic. 
CHARLES JACKSON. 23 Beechwood Avenue, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 

Week's party, mixed, at present fully booked. 
Miss Rusy RELF, 188 Upper Grosvenor Road, 
Tunbridge Wells. Kent. 

Overseas Assembly (for overscas members), 
mixed, including Bruges and the Ardennes, 
Grorr Martin. Toc H Headquarters, 47 
Francis Street, S.W.1. 

Party for Marksmen. including Bruges. 

Jack CLARK. Toc H Headquarters, 47 Francis 
Street, S.W.1. 

Winant Volunteers (House fully booked). 
Mixed party, probably making several excur- 
sions to places worth visiting. 

Mrs. A. Davipson. Cross Cottage, Kirkby 
Lonsdale, via Carnforth, Lancs. 

Mixed party, including a stay in Bruges and 
visits to Brussels and Antwerp. 

F. G. CueswortH, Toc H Headquarters, 47 
Francis Street, S.W.1. 


wish to travel independently can. as usual, 


arrange for their accommodation through the Old House 
Secretary at Headquarters. 


Supplement to the 


British Transport Film Catalogue 


| now available a 


listing a number of recently completed films. If you wish to receive 
3 copy, you should send a postcard to Edgar Anstey, Films Officer, 


British Transport Commission 25 Savile Row London W1 
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|_| From All Parts 
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direct from areas 


SUSSEX -The first of the Keynote gatherings organized on a 
District basis was held at Bognor Regis. About forty members 
attended and spirited discussion took place. “Js this anything morc 
than a recruiting drive?" asked one member. Generally, the whole 
Keynote operation is welcomed. Many newer — and younger — 
members who know little or nothing about the Forward Committee's 
report "Something To Bite On", see in Keynotes "something to get 
their teeth into”. Rustingion complained to West Sussex Medical 
Executive Council about the lack of medical services available in 
the village. Now, a reclassification of the area has been made and 
at least two doctors are proposing to open surgeries in the village 
and another wishes to live and practise there. Worthing had a first- 
class evening with the local Youth Forum when many topical 
subjects were discussed CYRIL CaTTELL. 


LINCOLNSHIRE—Grimsby Branch distributed over a hundred 
vouchers for Christmas parcels again this last year. Sutton Branch 
supplied toys and games to the local orphanage at Christmas. The 
Area Rally has been fixed for Saturday and Sunday, May 30-31. 
at Butlin's Holiday Camp, Skegness. One of the Guest-speakers will 
be the Lord Bishop of Thetford ("Pat' Leonard). All those attending 
will be able to enjoy the full amenities of the Camp and wives 
and children will be welcome. Specially reduced charges have been 
granted by Butlin's and it is hoped that this will prove to be a record 
Rally. CLEM. CRUMMY. 


WEST MIDLANDS—A Christmas sale undertaken by Broadway 
Branch realized £140 for sharing with Broadway Congregational 
Church Building Fund. Kingswinford entertained over 100 elderly 
friends to a film show with refreshments. Bill Lloyd of Stourbridge 
was the projectionist and this was the Branch’s first major contribu- 
uon to the life of the village. Dudley Branch have a mecting-room 
but nowhere to put it! We hope that by now a suitable site will have 
been found on which to ercct the excellent gift of a portable build- 
ing. Tattenhall Branch enjoy very happy relations with Scouting, parti- 
cularly at Wightwick Hall School for Handicapped Children. where 
the 10th Wolverhampton Sea Scouts recently helped them to navi- 
gate the Staffs. & Worcester Canal. Sandwell Branch are planning 
a week-end camp in late May or June with their Rover friends. A 
pavement stall organized by Sandwell's Blind Club recently raised 
£100. The ‘goods’ included 144 bottles of Coca Cola, 2 sink units 
and a 2-ton lorry, mostly gifts from friends on the estate. 

NOEL CARTWRIGHT. 
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NORTH WALES-- After thirty-two years of roaming. Colwyn Bay 
Branch has at last a home of its own. The Branch. the first to bc 
established in North Wales, has met over the ycars in a variety 
of places—from members hemes to chapel schoolrooms. It moved 
last month into its new centre, Tanycoed Tower, Old Colwyn, and 
many might think this the strangest meeting place yet, for the grey 
stone tower in Tanycoed Gardens was originally built as a summer- 
house and for decades was put to no use at all. The tower is owned 
by the borough council. who, sympathetic to the work of Toc H, 
have let it to the Branch at a nominal rent. Considerable renovation 
and decoration has had to be carried out by the Branch on the 
tower over the past few months but now all Js completed and the 
members feel they have one of the most distinctive Toc H centres 
in the country. GwiLYM A. EDWARDS. 


Eric Franklin, a founder member, makes 

a good job of cutting the Birthday Cake 

when Llangollen Branch celebrated its 
21st Anniversary. 


NORTHERN Training has been to the fore in the Area and ai 
the Teeside District Week-end. Bob Purdy and Mrs. 'Pcth' Davidson 
were the Guestspeakers. Mid-Northumberland District held their 
week-end at Ashington. where the local Branch acted as host and 
members from Tyneside District also attended. A session on ‘Fellow- 
ship’ was led by Alderman McLenn and at a later session ‘Keynotes’ 
was introduced by Jim Bradford. At District gatherings held at 
Houghton-le-Spring and Mark XVIII, Newcastle, Bob Purdy was the 
Guest speaker. Paying a first vistt to the Area came Ken Prideaux- 
Brune, Assistant Schools Secretary, who during a brief stay made 
calls on Branches, School Correspondents and spoke to senior scholars 
at Houghton-le-Spring Grammar School. Another visitor, Sydney 
Swain, during his second visit to the Area enrolled a further thirty-six 
Toc H Builders. He will be returning soon to carry on the good work. 
In December, Middlesbrough presented "Night of Magic", a full 
three hours show at the Little Theatre, with proceeds for the Family 
Purse, and were rewarded with a full house. Inaugural meetings have 
been held at Peterlee and Morpeth. Any friends interested are asked 
to get in touch with either George Windlow, 94 Acre Rigg Road, 
Peterlee, or Harry Thompson, 13 Olympia Hill, Morpeth. 

CHARLES YOUNG. 
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Croydon Timer 


Members of New Addington Branch all dressed up to raise money for the Croydon 
Spastics Centre. 


LONDON—Every year some six thousand children are the guests 
of Bertram Mills’ Circus at the dress-rehearsal at Olympia—quite a 
lot of children when you see them together. This season. through 
the good offices of the Daily Sketch, an allotment of tickets was 
made to Toc H and 400 kiddies were brought by members from Homes 
and Hospitals all over Greater London. MAYNE ELSON. 


BEDS. & HERTS.—Each month Stopsley hold a Branch mecting 
in the Home founded by Group-Captain Cheshire at Ampthill and 
many of the residents take the opportunity of sharing their fellow- 
ship. Members from Luton, Stopsley and Dunstable accepted Berk- 
hamsted's invitation to join their Birthday celebrations and heard 
George Davis, of the Central Executive, speak about the life of 
Toc H in India. Royston accepted the ‘challenge’ made by the old 
people at Heath Lodge to beat them at games and have also 
arranged outings for them. Watford District combined with Round 
Table in taking 30 youngsters to a pantomime. FRANK R. FIGG. 


OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY—A joint Guest-night with 
Racial Unity was recently held by Oxford Branch. Their American 
Padre, John Frederick, late of All Hallows, opened the evening with 
a talk based on the Four Points of the Compass and demonstrated 
the connection between religion, Toc H and Racial Unity. A very 
lively discussion then developed, passing from the events in Little 
Rock to Christianity and the racial troubles in. England. Coloured 
and white folk were almost equally represented and it was agreed 
by all that another such meeting should be held soon. A joint group 
is about to emerge at Englefield Green. At present they meet at thc 
Vicarage Hall on Thursdays at 8 p.m. Steve Walton. 44 Harpestord 
Avenue, Virginia Water, Surrey, will be very glad to welcome any 
who care to get in touch with him. Tim Toptas. 
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SCOTLAND--Cumbernauld is on the junction of A73 and Ago, 
some ten miles from Falkirk and fourteen miles [rom Glasgow. 
Within the next decade this village of ours will grow to a town ol 
50.000 inhabitants. because Cumbernauld is one of the overspill 
towns from Glaseow. The members of our Branch have mixed feelings 
about this change trom hamlet to multi-flats, but we do see it to be 
a challenge. There is material for another Branch and we have 
meeting rooms big enough to hold parties and socials. How will we 
introduce Toc H to the new town? Maybe. as it happened to me, 
Two and a half years ago | came to the village (rom England, and 
on the third day whilst in the garden lor a breather, a voice from the 
next garden said. “What are you doing tonight? | turned round and 
there was ‘Big Mo’. At that time ! knew him as Mr. Morrison 
Watson. | replied that ! had no particular plans. so he suggested 
| went along to Toc H. That was the siart, and | have been going 
ever since. Our Branch does all the usual things and a few others. 
Each Christmas we, that is the women and ourselves. put on a show 
for the old folk of our village, and also join together to entertain 
children from the Cardross Home. an orphanage. What touches me 
is the fact that these children do not see much of the male species 
at the Home and want us as ‘Uncles’. if only for the day. and we 
also entertain children afllicted by infantile paralysis. a difficult job 
but very successful. Already we have made contact with a few new- 
comers who are key workers for the new factory. Our hope is that by 
our fellowship and service these men. many of them from over the 
Border like myself, will see the wonderful thing that is Toc H. 

BERT.: STEWART 


On December 11, 1958, Dunfermline Branch celebrated its twenty- 
first birthday in one of the gaily decorated Carnegie Institutes. A 
company of 150 members and friends assembled for this doubly 
important occasion. for it was also the date of the World Chain of 
Light. John Lindszy presided and welcemed gusts from near and far 
who included the Provost. John Callf, J. Lyndsay Orr. Donald 
Macintosh, Mr. George K. Plummer, Social Services Officer and Mr. 
Colin Walker, who had travelled from Sheffield. 

ALEX. HUTCHINSON. 


SOUTHERN--Many Branches in the Area have been busy with 
the seasonal jobs of Christmas parties for old and young in hospitals 
and homes and the distributing of sacks of firewood which have 
been sawn up and chopped during the autumn. Once again the Hand- 
bell Ringers of Hartley Wintney Branch have proved very popular, 
as well as providing a ready means of collecting for the Branch's 
Social Service Fund. This idea has spread to nearby Hook Branch, 
who also toured their village playing carols on handbells. The Old 
Portsmouth Branch Lamp. which for the past year has been kept 
alight by Chandlers Ford Branch, has now been returned for use 
by Portsmouth Branch and Chandlers Ford have a new Lamp given 
in memory of "Greeno". The Portsmouth Lamp was destroyed in 
the blitz and since then they have been using the Lamp of the old 
Milton & Eastney Branch. It is with great joy that they have now 
been able to hand this Lamp over to a new Milton & Eastney 
Branch and our good wishes go to them and to Gosport Branch 
who have also received back their Lamp 

FRED BROOKER. 
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MANCHESTER ‘Chun Hodge. Chairman of the Area Guard 
presented Marple with their Rushlight on January 28. The group 
there have undertaken ta provide a better meeting-place for the Old 
People's Club as their first job. The next night was the Hospital 
Commentaries Dinner. A good "do" this, with special guests, Ivan 
Sharpe, President of the Football Writers’ Association, and Joseph 
Richards. Chairman of the Football League. Supporting them were 
various folk from the civic life of Manchester, the press and television 
(both channels). As well as the football commentaries and record 
request programmes three times every week, the Commentaries’ Team 
has branched out in other directions, by keeping patients in touch 
with local events. A Harvest Thanksgiving service was broadcast. 
and an evening's boxing at the Free Trade Hall. The latest idea is 
a series of one-act plays by leading local Amateur Dramatic Clubs. 


Bos KNIGHT. 


The Group Padre. the Rev. E. M. 

Chitty, demonstrates the hula hoop at 

the first Birthday Party of Devonshire 
Hil! Joint Unit. 


WESTERN —Our youngest Branch's activities as listed in their 
Jobmaster's report make interesting reading. The Branch is on a new 
housing estate. and members set out to visit and welcome and befriend 
newcomers. There is a Council House for old men which is visited 
one Sunday afternoon a month for a sing-song and chat. Also 
once a month a whist drive for the old lolks is held there. and 
this is shared by members of Toc H and the Women’s Branch. 
Three separate families, with young children. have been helped in the 
absence of the fathers through desertion or prison sentences. Toc H 
has helped them to get together a home, and in the case of onc 
father whilst he is in prison the Branch members correspond with 
him and hope to help him when he is discharged. Elderly folks’ 
gardens are cared for and maintained. Investigation into the need 
for and possibility of setting up a Film Unit disclosed a number of 
sad and lonely housebound folk — whether or not the Film Unit 
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Comes into being, these folk are now being visited. regularly. and 
such visits are much appreciated. Baby-sitting is another job under- 
taken by the Branch. Operating the searchlights over several weeks 
in last years "Golden Legend" performances for the fabric of 
Gloucester Cathedral is another of their activities. And so the good 
work goes on. ù ; ; 

One of our oldest Branches. about whom little if anything has 
ever been said, is our Area General Branch composed of a hundred 
Or so members scattered far and wide inside and outside the Arca, 
but whose activities are just about as diverse as they can be. Toc H 
Extension, Schools Correspondents. City and Town Councillors, 
Boys Club workers, Probation Officers, Prison Visitors. Organizers 
of the Bristol Hospital Broadcasts Services, lay Readers, and many 


other activitics are included in its membership. 
BURTON HEATHCOTE, 


Pictorial 


"Robbie’ cuts the cake at Barking Rranch’s Twenty-first Birthday celebrations which 
were attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of [ford with Padre Herbert Leggate 
as the Guest-speuker. 


EAST MIDLANDS—The Christmas season has provided many 
opportunities for Toc H in the Area to serve the old and the young. 
the blind, the crippled and the lonely. Anstey Branch carol party 
toured the village on several evenings and the collections produced 
over £100. Their Christmas tree erected in the middle of the village 
attracted. a large crowd for carol singing led by combined choirs 
from local churches. Christmas trees were also erected and illuminated 
at Broughton Astley and Cosby and Santa Claus arrived at both 
places to receive gifts for the local Children's Home and old people 
Barlestone have had their annual collection for Belra and raised 
£27. Within a few hours of Peterborough District publishing the 
annual account of their stewardship of the Social Service Fund they 
received a cheque to wipe out deficit on the year. New groups 
have been approved at Blackfordby and Lutterworth and there is good 
news of the new beginning at Thringstone. The Marksmen of Mark 
XI once again made an excellent job of the Christmas decorations 
at Prebend House, the Blind Institution's Social Centre. Leicester 
Branch has now provided the Prebend House Drama Group with a 
Stage Manager and with considerable help in the making of stage 
scenery, etc. COLIN STEVENSON. 
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AT THE MATLOCK CONFERENCE: Three pairs of fathers and sons (I. tor.) 
David and Bill Wagstaffe. Phil and Neville Jacques together with ‘Chob’ and George 
pray. 

NOTIS & DERBY—The Area week-end conference held at Mat- 
lock after a break of two years put it back on the map again. Nearly 
forty members spent an excellent week-end with lain Fraser as leader 
discovering “The Relevance of Toc H Today”. They dealt mainly 
with the divisions in society today and the part Toc H could play 
towards bridging them. Clifton group has been established with 
Stuart Greaves, 2 Gardendale Avenue, Clifton Estate, Nottingham, 
as secretary. Dunkeries group covers a revival of Walesby and 
Edwinstowe after a lapse of three years and Bill Acton, Retford 
Road, Walesby. is secretary. Nottingham District has been divided 
into town and country; the country end has become the South East 
Notts. District with Bingham and Newark Branches and Radcliffe 
group. Alfreton, Bakewell, Matlock and Riddings Branches now 
comprise the new Cavendish District. Mansfield Woodhouse Branch 
again became a transit centre for gifts of toys for distribution at 
Christmas to local children's homes. Les WHEATLEY. 


NORTHERN IRELAND —Difficulty found by Bangor Branch in 
acquiring a second-hand bus to take cripples, orphans and old people 
on summer outings has been solved through the generosity of a 
Belfast garage proprietor. When Mr. Charles Hurst, of Montgomery 
Street, heard of their plans he offered to have his English repre- 
sentative purchase a vehicle and hold it on deposit until they have 
raised the necessary money. Shell Mex and B.P. has offered a free 
supply of fuel. The committee is at present organizing cake sales, 
selling Christmas cards and collecting at local factories and football 
matches to raise the money for the vehicle, estimated to cost any- 
thing between £250 and £500. A party has also been working on a 
local farm and the committee hope to organize a midnight matinec. 

BELFAST TELEGRAPH. 
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WESTERN LONDON—Harrow have again been doing business 
with Pinchbeck from whom they have purchased tulip and daffodil 
bulbs in bulk. for re-sale. This year's profit is £10, which goes to the 
Family Purse and to Harrow's Holidays-for-Children Fund. Members 
of Ruislip and South Ruislip carried out thc Ceremony of Light 
as part of the Festival of Remembrance held by Eastcote Branch 
of the British Legion on November 4. This was the first such 
Festival to be held in Ruislip-Northwood and it was attended by 
representatives of the USAAF Base in the neighbourhood. Chelsea 
members were busy before Christmas wrapping and distributing 
parcels of household goods for elderly people. They could do with 
more commentators for thcir hospital broadcasts from Chelsea 
Football Ground — volunteers please write to Charles Mader, 8 Tot- 
hill Street, London, S. W.1. Hammersmith made their annual Christ- 
mas visit to Queen Mary's Hospital, Roehampton, with fruit and 
cigarettes for patients. 

Mayne ELSON. 


KENT—"The only school of tts kind in the world" is how the 
Dene Park Grammar School for Spastics. at Tonbridge is described. 
Our members are very welcome regular visitors to the school and 
many of the youngsters recount with joy thcir meeting with Tubby 
last ycar. À recent special outing organized for them was a full-day 
visit to the London Zoo. Members also assist each week when these 
young people have their swimming exercise at the local baths. Though 
far from being physically fit at the time, Herbert Leggate was articu- 
lately in top form when he visited Southborough and Cheriton. The 
third annual united Christmas Fayre organized by Canterbury was out- 
standingly successful. It provides facilities whereby a number of smaller 
societies who would not be able to put on such an event alone, can do 
so together, cach receiving the profits from its own stall. New ground 
was broken when Tunbridge Wells District held its first dinner and 
dance; 130 members and guests had a thoroughly enjoyable time. 
Thanks to the hard work of many friends who had volunteered 
their services. the collection arganized by Gillingham for the National 
Society for Cancer Relief, topped all previous efforts with a record 
total of £350, 

CYRIL CATTELL. 


SOUTH WESTERN-—Among many very good Christmas efforts 
| feel that that of Exeter Branch deserves a special mention. The 
record of over three hundred children supplied with toys, and over 
sixty parcels of groceries and three tons of coal distributed to elderly 
and housebound folk speaks for itself. but the record cannot hope to 
assess the happiness given to others, and found for themselves, of 
these modern “Santa Claus’” Hminster Branch has a new room and 
recently held a housewarming in it. Bang in the centre of the town 
it should help the Branch in many ways, and should serve their 
purposes much better than their former room on the outskirts. 
Visitors are always welcome. Wednesdays at 7.45 p.m. The recent 
birthday celebration at Troon seems to have been a rally of almost 
all Cornwall. A very enjoyable evening, even though the Branch are 
still not sure where all their pasties went! 

GILBERT FRANCIS. 
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


BRUGES. Toc H parties and indi- 
vidual visitors to this lovely 
city arc offered good accommodation 


and a warm welcome at HOTEL 
JACOBS. Early booking advised. 
Write M. Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, 


1 Daliestraat, Bruges, Belgium. 


Nor TH WALES. Cottage holidays 
(house modernised) Grand walks 
2 miles Conway Valley. Central for 


excursions Snowdonia and Coast. 
B. B. 12/6. Full Bd. Res. £8/8/0. 
Write Rev. and Mrs. J. [. Jones, 


Brynhyfryd. Trofarth, nr 
Denbighshire, 


Abergele, 


CHANKLIN Isle of Wight. Corner 
Cottage Guest House. Sea two 
minutes, H. & C. all bedrooms 
Moderate charges. Mr. & Mrs. J. 
Cole, 21 Avenue Road, Shanklin. 


NEW APPROVED 


ELEGTRIG BLANKET 


Warmth with Safety — The 
Element is held In position 
by woven Glass Tape. 


£4-€-0 inc. tax 


Size 54" x 30" — 75 watts 


"Good Housekeeping" guarantee. 


BRITISH MADE 
GUARANTEED for 2 YEARS. 


Cash with order to:- 


AJAG ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS 
Morley Road, Llandudno. 
Houm-u nuu EE EËĚ‘ 


Agit MAMTIHYZSLHNELLLUHOL LEE ELTEH HI FUN 


‘THIS YEAR try Belgium's golden 

sands. Within casv reach of the 
famed Cities of Art. Modcrate- 
priced, modern hotel. excellent meals 
English spoken, highly recommended. 


For details write. Mr Georg 

Lietaert, Hotel Britannique, 31. 

Avenue van Bunnen, Knokke, 

Belgium. 

PDERRANPORTH, CORNWALL. 
Toc H offer their commodious 

chilet-bungalow on modest terms 


from end May to mid September. 
Mains electricity and water. All con- 
venienccs. Half mile from beach. 
Proceeds devoted to charities. G 
Tamblyn, Claremont. Perranporth. 


CHESS PLAYERS are invited to 
— take part in a Battle of Britain 
Chess Tournament held in aid of 
RAF. Benevolent Fund. Matches 
must be played in Greater. London 
Area. Entry Fee Ss Entries, before 
Ecb OGtor Mr: Po MO Show 20 
Montrose Road, Wealdstone, Middx. 


TT HANKS to all who so generously 

responded to the appeal for thc 
Parcels Post Stull at. All Hallows 
Bazaar. The large number of gifts 
received makes it impossible to thank 
everyone personally, and the Com- 
mittce are most grateful to all wha 
kindly contributed 


WM HERE TOC H MEETS 

Attractive display cards with 
space to add details of when and 
where the Branch meets. New design 
in black, white and amber now ready 
3 cards for Is. 6d. from Toc H 
Publications Dept. 


"p OC H TIES in new design with 
*^ miniature. gold Lamps on navy 
hlue ground Available im. addition 
to cluh stripe pattern. 

All Ravon Rep Weave 
Tervlene 

All Silk Rep Weave 

Plus postage Gd. 
from the Official Outfitters: 
C. R. Thompson Ltd., 41 Railway 

Approach, London Bridge, 
London. S E.! 


M MEUM EO ILLU 


11/3 
13/9 
16/9 


Direct 


UT LEUTE LLL 


WRAP UP 
IN A NEW 
TOC H SCARF 
Modern Style Saxony Flannel 


White and amber stripes 
on black, 60" x 9" 


27/9 
Plus postage 1s 


Obtainable direct from the 
OFFICIAL TOC H OUTFITTERS 


C. R. THOMPSON LTD. 


41 RAILWAY APPROACH, LONDON BRIDGE, S.E.1 


OLIVIER 


cigarette 
of the day 


Fine Tobacco 
Tipped for Coolness 
Quality with Economy 


